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Join Our Public Advisory Panel – Help shape research that protects the UK from emerging infections
_________________________________________________________________________________
Organisation: NIHR Health Protection Research Unit in Emerging & Zoonotic Infections 
Location: UK-wide (online)
Experience needed: Personal or close experience with our current research priorities (below) – no research background required
Payment: (£27.50 per hour and NIHR day rates)
Our research unit in Emerging and Zoonotic Infections brings together researchers from the University of Liverpool, University of Oxford, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, and the UK Health Security Agency.
We study infections that are new, increasing, or spreading—such as Lyme disease, dengue, respiratory viruses (e.g., COVID-19, influenza), and diseases spread from animals or through contact.
Research is strongest when it reflects real experiences. As part of our new 5-year programme (2025–2030), we are looking for members of the public with relevant personal experience to join our public advisory panel. This group of individuals will meet online and work together with scientific researchers, helping to ensure that research studies reflect what truly matters to patients, families and communities.
What will the panel do?
Following training, members of the advisory panel will be supported to:
· Give feedback on our study plans and the information we ask and share with participants, making sure it’s clear and easy to understand.
· Advise researchers using your lived experience
· Read and comment on simple summaries of our work to help us explain our findings in a way everyone can understand.
· Support us to include voices that are often missed in research
· Attend four online meetings a year as a group, with the option of occasional in-person events.
· Optional opportunities to join smaller project groups or co-produce materials
Who we want to hear from
You might have:
· Personal or family experience of infectious disease
· Experience of public health measures (e.g. testing, lockdowns, school closures, vaccination programmes)
· Understanding of health inequalities or barriers to care
· Community-based or volunteer experience related to health, inclusion, or vulnerable groups
· Interest in public health, emerging infections, or epidemic/pandemic response
· Confidence to contribute in a group setting
No research experience is required. We welcome people from all backgrounds, especially those whose voices are often missing from research. We are committed to accessible recruitment and supporting panel members with varying access and training needs.
What we offer
· Friendly induction and ongoing support
· Training (no prior knowledge of research needed)
· Payment for your time and expenses
· A chance to influence research that shapes UK public health
How to get involved
To get involved or find out more, please contact:
Becky Hyatt
Email: becky.hyatt@ndm.ox.ac.uk
Telephone: 01865 612974 (general office number)
Deadline: 20th January 2026
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